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Center Place HOA 

May 1, 2020 

From conception to completion California Clean Energy guided us through the Power Purchase 
agreement. California Clean Energy personally responded to all of my inquiries, basically holding our 
hands as our community began the process of getting the majority of our homeowners to agree to go 
solar. Without their detailed emails I do not think it would have been possible for all 105 homeowners 
to return ballots with 104 homeowners wanting to move forward with clean solar energy. The system 
will produce all, if not most of our common area energy needs. This includes all common area lighting, 
boilers, elevator, laundry, pool pumps and garage gates. Working in conjunction with SolarCraft the 
system was quickly and professionally installed. We received weekly progress reports keeping us 
informed of each stage of the permitting, working with PG&E, Solar Craft and most importantly 
California Clean Energy. 

We are now pumping out solar kilowatts while being greener and reducing our carbon footprint. Doing 
our seemingly small, yet more importantly, our part in the larger picture of reducing the use of fossil 
fuels and helping to leave our future generations with a blueprint to do the same. One of the coolest 
parts of the system is the ability to monitor the systems production in real time through the Fronius 
software to make sure it is operating correctly. Hopefully one day by all of us choosing clean solar 
energy the technology will continue to evolve with California Clean Energy helping our State of 
California lead the way. Thanks again CCE and everyone that has helped us along the way. 

Robert Bostonian 
Board President 

Center Place HOA Novato 
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CalCleanEnergy.com

April 9, 2021 

I am writing to highly recommend the services of California Clean Energy.  Sweetwater 
first began working with CCE as part of the construction of our campus in 2012, where a 
rooftop solar system was part of the overall campus design, financed via a Power 
Purchase Agreement. 

When I joined our non---profit organization in 2016 as Executive Director, I found the 
solar system delivering as originally projected, and CCE functioning as an effective 
partner, whether that was answering my questions, interacting on monitoring and 
maintenance issues, or anything else that arose. 

In 2019 we determined that Sweetwater could benefit from an expanded solar system to 
provide nearly 100% of our total energy needs, and we didn’t hesitate to look to our 
original solar provider, SolarCraft, with CCE again as the financing agent.  The design, 
construction and operation of this 2nd system has been a smooth process, performing as 
expected since 
“cutover” in June 2020.  Once again, our partnership with CCE has been nothing but 
positive. 

Sincerely, 

Kory Stradinger 
Executive Director 

369 Fifth Street West, Sonoma, CA 95476  I   707.996.3104  I   www.sweetwaterspectrum.org
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Sleepy Hollow Presbyterian 

May 29, 2020

We've had a very positive relationship with California Clean Energy.  From the beginning we've 
appreciated them accommodating our small project as well as the transparency about all the details 
that have gone into making it work.

The biggest impression that we have is that we feel we are in a relationship with CCE.  We feel we're 
all pulling together in the same direction.  Much of that is due to the way their staff relates to us 
through any issues that may come up.

We look forward to working with them for the duration of our contract.

Michael Durphy & Pastor Beverly Brewster

Sleepy Hollow Presbyterian 
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Cherokee Memorial Park & Funeral Home 

June 25, 2019
I wanted to follow up and express how thrilled we are with the service you have been offering 
Cherokee Memorial Park. As you are aware Cherokee Memorial has completed 2 separate projects with 
California Clean Energy. Each project was easy to navigate, met our needs, and is a huge financial 
benefit to our company. 

As your business is expanding, I would like to share some of my experience with you that can be 
shared with others, and as I have always mentioned, potential clients are always welcome to reach out 
to me if they would like to see our system in person. 

One of our goals here at Cherokee Memorial was to maximize our monthly cash flow. As we worked 
with our solar contractor and California Clean Energy it became apparent that we were going to be 
able to save a significant amount of money each month. The production from the solar that we were 
purchasing back from CCE was 25% less than the current rate we were paying with PG&E. Once we 
realized the savings the rest was very easy on our part. The system was priced by our solar installer 
and then final numbers and cost came to us from CCE. We had our legal counsel review the contract 
and we proceeded forward. The system cost Cherokee Memorial zero out of pocket and we started 
seeing the savings right away. Since the solar payment to CCE is the same each month it has made 
budgeting a breeze for our utilities. 

After the system was installed our local installer was setup to monitor the system and if any issues 
arise they are out to make repairs and ensure maximum production. We were so happy with the first 
system, we installed another one less than 18 months later. California Clean Energy is great to work 
with. They are straight forward with their terms and billing. Twice a year they send out a company to 
clean the panels which is great. 

For anyone looking to work with California Clean Energy, I highly recommend them.

John Silvestri
Chief Financial Officer

Cherokee Memorial Park & Funeral Home



CalCleanEnergy.com

First Congregational Church of Sonoma
United Church of Christ 

February 20, 2018
In 2014 our Earth Care Committee researched and developed competitive bid proposals with several 
solar contractors to install a solar system on our church campus. Two very similarly sized solar system 
proposals (48 solar panels) were then submitted to us. 

The cash-purchase price of either system was approximately $49,000. While a cash-purchase of the 
system offered the highest rate of return (about 10% annually), there were other finance options that 
involved no up-front costs for us, but with a lower rate of return. 

To sort out these financing options, it was especially helpful that we were connected to Jeff Ilfeld 
and California Clean Energy (CCE). Jeff readily volunteered to come to Sonoma to meet with our 
Committee. He helped us understand how a Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) could enable us to 
(1) contract for the installation of our solar system with no up-front costs; (2) pay CCE a locked-in 
electricity rate for clean energy during a 12- or 18-year PPA contract; (3) defer all necessary equipment 
and repairs to keep the system operating, and monitored, to CCE as the owner of the solar system 
during the PPA contract term; and (4) buy the solar system from CCE any time after 6-years so as to 
increase our annual budget savings going forward. In the first year our solar system saved our church’s 
utility budget approx. $1500. 

Our committee is unanimous in recommending Jeff Ilfeld and California Clean Energy to you for 
financing a church solar system. He never hesitated to “go the extra mile,” – the “extra call or email,” – 
to help us fully understand the benefits and costs of the various finance options available to nonprofit 
churches. Not only is Jeff a delightful person, he is most generous with his time, patience and expertise. 
In short, if your church is considering “going solar’’ do no miss this opportunity to meet Jeff Ilfeld and 
California Clean Energy. We strongly recommend Jeff and CCE without any reservations whatsoever! 

John Donnelly
Chair // Earth Care Committee

First Congregational Church of Sonoma, UCC
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Sonoma Community Center

August 19, 2019
In March of 2018, the Sonoma Community Center (SCC) entered into a Solar Facility and Power 
Purchase Agreement with your organization. 

SCC had been considering incorporating solar power as a resource to reduce our carbon footprint 
for the community and reduce costs. The project would not have taken place were it not for the 
relationship we were able to establish with California Clean Power. 

As a non-profit organization we were unable to take advantage of tax credits. The cost of our 87 
Kilowatt installation would be prohibitive if we needed to purchase the system. The anticipated 
increase in electric rates made the Solar Facility and Power Purchase Agreement with California Clean 
Energy the only logical path forward for SCC. 

SolarCraft was our solar system provider and facilitated our relationship with California Clean 
Energy. Our experience with both organizations has been excellent and we would recommend such a 
relationship for other non-profit organizations considering a move to solar energy. 

Thank you for providing a funding structure for non-profit organizations allowing affordable strategies 
to achieve energy alternatives and long-term energy cost savings.  

John Gurney
Executive Director

Sonoma Community Center



Grace Church Fremont

June 12, 2020

California Clean Energy was recommended by our salesperson and after looking at their track record 
of projects with other churches we were confident to move forward.   

This project gave us the opportunity to lock in long term savings on our energy costs.  Everyone on 
our board felt this was a wise financial decision for the long term.

We are happy with the customer service we are getting and so far the savings have been good.  We 
would work with California Clean Energy again in the future.

Joshua Wroten 
Pastor

Grace Church
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Marin Tennis Club 

July 29, 2019
If we were to do solar again, California Clean Energy would be my first choice to do business with.  I 
have nothing but positive experiences working with them during the operational part of the Power 
Purchase Agreement. My predecessors made a good decision when choosing CCE to be the club’s 
provider of Solar Energy.

Chris Horne
General Manager

USPTA Elite Tennis Professional
Marin Tennis Club
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Sunnyslope County Water District 

July 31, 2019
Based on my experience since working for Sunnyslope County Water District, I would certainly consider 
California Clean Energy in the future as you have been easy and pleasant to work with. It has been 
very easy for the District and the process works great from our side of the Power Purchase Agreement. 
The final product has been great – no issues from the District’s side. We are very happy with the 
arrangement.

Don Ridenhour
General Manager

Sunnyslope County Water District
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Community Presbyterian

August 14, 2019
Community Presbyterian Church has been associated with California Clean Energy for a little over 4 
½ years. They are a quality company and it has been a joy to work with them. They are responsive to 
any questions we may have and in a recent maintenance situation they alerted us to the problem and 
insured a repair was completed to our satisfaction in minimal time. 

We have found that their initial energy savings projections were conservative, and we saved well over 
$7,000 in just the first year. We continue to enjoy greatly reduced energy costs since. 

The Solar Power Purchase agreement by California Clean Energy provided us a way to take advantage 
of solar power, reducing our energy costs, and provided a solar system without a large cash outlay. 
Additionally, we have no maintenance worries for the duration of the agreement. 

Community Presbyterian Church highly recommends California Clean Energy and we value our 
association with them. It’s been a good “fit” for us.   

Theodore R Miller
Finance Officer

Community Presbyterian
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Dominican Sisters 
of Mission San Jose

June 25, 2019
The Dominican Sisters did extensive research and California Clean Energy seemed to be the best 
choice. You were highly recommended by a large company who works in the Diocese of Oakland as 
well. You worked seamlessly with the installer to get the job done. From the very beginning, when the 
tech came on site to assess our project, we felt we were in good hands. It proved to be true. We are 
very happy with the customer service. We would definitely work with California Clean Energy again!

Sister Barbara Hagel
Care of Creation Coordinator

Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose
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Episcopal Church of Our Saviour 
Mill Valley, California

August 7, 2019
California Clean Energy’s partnership with Church of Our Saviour, Mill Valley allowed us to achieve 
energy independence with a renewable solar energy source, for which we are eternally grateful. You 
provided the expertise to help us easily navigate the acquisition process as well as a simple, affordable 
way to finance the purchase.

Your mission to help not-for-profits achieve energy independence is an invaluable gift to the community 
and Church of Our Saviour, Mill Valley. Like many other not-for-profits you have helped, we could not 
have achieved our goal without you.

Our sincerest appreciation.

Tom Brophy
Senior Warden 2011 & 2012

Church of Our Saviour, Mill Valley



Jeff Ilfeld
CEO, Founder

510-685-1349
Jeff@CalCleanEnergy.com

Veronica Lombardi
VP Operations

510-230-2366 x102
Veronica@CalCleanEnergy.com

CalCleanEnergy.com
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